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What is AMICC?
AMICC is the only organization solely committed to advanc-
ing the cause of  the Court across the US and in Washington. 
Since 2001 it has worked through its 39 national member or-
ganizations and its local representatives to make Washington 
and the country aware of  the importance of  the ICC to the 
US and has influenced US policy toward the Court. AMICC’s 
forward strategy seeks to constantly improve and strengthen 
US relations with the Court, with the ultimate goal of  the US 
joining the Court by ratifying its founding treaty, the Rome 
Statute. AMICC multiplies its impact many times over through 
its constituents and others active across the country. AMICC 
is the US “national network” of  the international Coalition 
for the ICC and is a program of  the Institute for the Study of  
Human Rights at Columbia University.

Building support for the 
world’s first permanent 

atrocity crimes court

AMICC is a broad-based coalition 

of  national organizations 

committed to achieving full 

United States support for the 

International Criminal Court 

(ICC) and the earliest possible 

US ratification of  the Court’s 

Rome Statute.
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What is the ICC?
The International Criminal Court (ICC) is the world’s first 
permanent court with jurisdiction to try individuals respon-
sible for the most serious international crimes. The ICC was 
formed as a universal response to past and present atrocities. 
Its creation is the culmination of  50 years of  international ef-
fort to create a permanent, independent international judicial 
institution capable of  investigating and trying individuals ac-
cused of  heinous crimes condemned by all governments, reli-
gions, cultures and peoples. 

120 countries adopted the ICC Statute in Rome in 1998 after 
several years of  negotiations. 139 countries ultimately signed 
the Statute and over 120 have ratified it. The ICC Statute came 
into force on July 1, 2002. The Court cannot take cases from 
before that date. The ICC is actively investigating eight situa-
tions and has completed two cases.

Why Do We Need an ICC?
There is no existing court like the ICC. Unlike the Interna-
tional Court of  Justice, which is a United Nations organ and 
can only decide disputes between states, the ICC is a treaty-
based criminal court that can try individuals only for desig-
nated atrocity crimes. Prosecuting leaders most responsible 
for atrocity crimes can:

• Achieve justice for the victims and for society and help cre-
ate respect for the rule of  law;

• Isolate and incapacitate criminal leaders so that they can be 
removed from active politics;

• Act as a deterrent to future atrocity criminals;

• Acknowledge and condemn the suffering of  victims and 
survivors; and

• Establish an accurate historical record.

What Crimes Can the ICC Now 
Investigate?
• Genocide;

• Crimes against humanity; and

• Serious war crimes.

Who Supports the ICC?
Canada, Australia, Japan, all members of  the European Union, 
and all members of  NATO except Turkey and the US, are 
members of  the Court. Countries that have recently experi-
enced mass atrocities are also members, including Cambodia, 
Colombia, East Timor, the Republic of  Korea, Sierra Leone, 
and the former republics of  Yugoslavia. 

National public opinion polls in the US consistently demon-
strate that around 70% of  the public supports US participa-
tion in the ICC, beyond the current diplomatic engagement 
and cooperation. 

What Rights Do Defendants Have?
The ICC Statute contains the same due process rights found 
in the US Bill of  Rights, with the exception of  the right to jury 
trial. The US accepted this exclusion due to the impracticality 
of  empanelling an international jury, especially for defendants 
accused of  such horrendous crimes.

What Are the Safeguards Against 
Political Abuse of the Court?
• Jurisdiction limited to the worst kinds of  leaders who 

intentionally conspire to commit atrocities, not those in-
volved in unintended tragedies;

• Any country’s right to take over from the ICC any investi-
gation of  its own national;

• The matrix of  procedural protections in the Court’s Statute 
and supplementary documents;

• An overwhelming number of  parties to the Court made up 
of  US friends and allies; and

• Regional representation requirements designed to ensure 
the Court is removed from political pressures.

Why Hasn’t the US Ratified the ICC 
Statute? 
The US has been a long-time leader in developing the stan-
dards of  international criminal law now incorporated into the 
ICC’s Rome Statute. As an early supporter of  the ICC, it also 
made extraordinary contributions to the development of  the 
Statute. However, from the beginning, the US sought to con-
trol the ICC or exempt US nationals. President Clinton, how-
ever, signed the Rome Statute in December 2000. The Bush 
Administration in its early years conducted a campaign against 
the Court and took the unprecedented step of  suspending the 
US signature. The Obama Administration has taken concrete 
steps to support the work of  the ICC and cooperates with it 
on a case-by-case basis. The US now participates as an Ob-
server in the Assembly of  States Parties, the Court’s governing 
body.

Why Is US Support for the ICC 
Important? 
The Court expresses and carries out American values through 
its special care for victims and survivors of  atrocity crimes. 
The Court’s work supports US interests through the prosecu-
tion of  rogue leaders, such as the case of  Muammar Gaddafi 
which the UN Security Council referred to the ICC with US 
support. US participation and support advances US national 
security through weakening and then removing such leaders, 
supporting national prosecution of  horrific crimes, improving 
the protection by international law of  our service-members 
and more strongly deterring atrocities.


