
S. Res. 13 International Criminal Court 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The National Convention of the United Nations Association of the United States of America,  
 
Recalling its longstanding commitment to the International Criminal Court (ICC), its previous 
National Convention resolutions R.3 of 1999, S.5 of 2001, S.5 of 2003 and S.9 of 2007, and the 
Association’s leadership of its program, the American NGO Coalition for the ICC (AMICC); 
 
Celebrating the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Rome Statute of the ICC on July 17, 
1998 at the United Nations Diplomatic Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Establishment of 
an International Criminal Court; 
 
Applauding the establishment in 2002 of the ICC as the world’s first permanent, independent 
criminal court to investigate and prosecute only when national courts are unwilling or unable to 
act; 
 
Noting the start of the ICC’s first trial on January 26, 2009 as a step toward holding individuals 
accountable for genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes and bringing justice to 
victims through meaningful participation, as well as its other investigations and cases; 
 
Recalling US participation in the negotiations of the Rome Statute and its contributions to it as 
well as the U.S. signature of the Rome Statute on December 31, 2000; 
 
Recognizing that the U.S. is entitled to participate as an observer in the meetings of the ICC’s 
governing body, the Assembly of States Parties, as a signatory of the Final Act of the Rome 
Conference; 
 
Recalling the May 6, 2002 U.S. policy statement on the ICC and the subsequent U.S. 
disengagement from all aspects of the work of the Court, including a note to the UN Secretary-
General informing him that the U.S. did not intend to ratify the Rome Statute, thus relieving the 
US of its obligations as a signatory; 
 
Noting with appreciation that the U.S. abstained rather than voted against UN Security Council 
Resolution 1593 (2005) which referred the situation in Darfur, Sudan to the International 
Criminal Court; 
 
Further noting U.S. statements offering assistance to the ICC on Darfur, the establishment of an 
official channel of communication between the U.S. and the ICC, and the consideration of an 
ICC information request by the U.S. Department of State; 
 
Praising the repeal and non-renewal of all anti-ICC sanctions in the American Servicemembers’ 
Protection Act (ASPA) and the Nethercutt Amendment against nations unwilling to enter into 
Article 98 Bilateral Immunity Agreements (BIAs) shielding U.S. nationals from the jurisdiction 
of the Court; 
 



Recalling statements by Senator Obama in his presidential campaign on his willingness to 
cooperate with the ICC on cases in the U.S. national interest and to consult with military and 
legal advisers on the question of the US relationship with the Court; and 
 
Noting the consistent support by Americans in national polls for the ICC and U.S. membership in 
it;  
 
Therefore, 
 
Calls upon the U.S. to participate constructively in the regular meetings of the Court’s Assembly 
of States Parties, the 2010 Review Conference to be convened by the U.N. Secretary-General in 
Kampala, Uganda, and the preparations for it;  
 
Calls upon the U.S. to send a note to the U.N. Secretary-General reinstating the U.S. signature of 
the Rome Statute, thereby reversing the previous note and committing the U.S. not to defeat the 
object and purpose of the Rome Statute; 
 
Calls upon the U.S. to ratify the Rome Statute, thereby joining the ICC, at the earliest 
appropriate opportunity; 
 
Urges the U.S. to expand its cooperation with the ICC on Darfur and other cases; 
 
Calls upon the U.S. to repeal or cancel remaining anti-ICC laws and agreements; 
 
Reaffirms the Association’s support for its AMICC nationwide program of education and 
advocacy and calls on the Association to prioritize the ICC in its advocacy agenda; and 
 
Recommends that the Association’s Chapters and Divisions, in partnership with AMICC, 
advocate U.S. support for the ICC in their activities. 
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